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SUBJECT: NATO AWACS BRIEFING IN ICELAND 

1 . BGEN PIETROWSKI PRESENTED NATO AWACS BRIEFING MORNING 
OF MARCH 6 TO AUDIENCE OF GOI OFFICIALS AND AMERICANS 
FROM EMBASSY AND ICELAND DEFENSE FORCE. ICELANDERS WERE 
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FONMIN AGUSTSSON, MFA PERMANENT UNDER SECRETARY BJORNSSON, 
DEPUTY PERMANENT UNDER SECRETARY HELGASON 
MFA COUNSELLOR 

EGILSSON, MFA COUNSELOR (DEFENSE DIVISION) GUDMUNDSSON, 

DEPUTY SECGEN OF PRIME MINISTRY BJARNASON, AND DIRECTOR 
GENERAL OF ICELANDIC COAST GUARD SIGURDSSON. 
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2. BRIEFING COVERED OPERATION OF AWACS, INTEROPERABILITY 
WITH OTHER SYSTEMS, AND OTHER ASPECTS OF AIRCRAFT. 

BRIEFING WAS WELL-RECEIVED, AND AUDIENCE COULD NOT HELP 
BUT BE IMPRESSED WITH CAPABILITY AND FLEXIBILITY OF 
AWACS. ICELANDERS EXPRESSED INTEREST IN ABILITY OF 
AIRCRAFT TO KEEP TRACK OF FISHING VESSELS IN NEARYBY WATERS. 

3. AT LUNCHEON HOSTED BY FOREIGN MINISTER FOLLOWING 
BRIEFING, FONMIN SAID HE WOULD NOT GIVE HIS SPEECH 
ABOUT DEFENSE SINCE USG "WOULD NOT WANT TO HEAR 
THAT SPEECH." HE CONTINUED, HOWEVER, THAT SINCE 
NEED FOR DEFENSE HAS ALREADY BEEN DEMONSTRATED, GOI 
IS PLEASED THAT IT WILL BE RECIPIENT OF MOST MODERN 
AND MOST TECHNICALLY ADVANCED EQUIPMENT. 

4. COMMENT: EMBASSY APPRECIATES AND WELCOMES BRIEF- 
ING WHICH WE BELIEVE WILL BE MOST USEFUL IN GETTING 
ICELANDERS TO UNDERSTAND VALUE OF AWACS FOR ICELANDIC 
DEFENSE AND IN FURTHER REMINDING ICELANDERS THAT 
THEIR NATIONAL INTERESTS EXTEND WELL BEYOND 200-MILE 
FISHERIES' JURISDICTION LIMIT. WE BELIEVE IT WILL 
CONTINUE TO BE MOST IMPORTANT THAT WE KEEP GOI IN 
FORMED RE OUR AWACS PLANNING. PARTICULARLY WITH RESPECT 
TO DEPLOYMENT DATES AND ANY PUBLICITY. WASHINGTON 
WILL WISH TO KEEP IN MIND THAT WHEN AWACS DEPLOYMENT 

IS DECLASSIFIED, FOREIGN MINISTER WILL BE EXPECTED 
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TO ANSWER TO PRESS AND ALTHING ANY QUESTIONS ON SUBJECT. 

5. WE UNDERSTAND AGUSTSSON WILL BE RAISING MATTER 

OF AWACS DEPLOYMENT TO ICELAND WITH CABINET COLLEAGUES 
MARCH 7. 

BLAKE 
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